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You have no real benchmark of 
what a good investment is or not.

It’s not wise to believe everything you see on the internet - I’m sure your mom might 

have told you that. Guess what? It’s not that different when it comes to investments. 

It’s a dirty, dirty business - brokers want to push anything for a commission, hedge 

funds spend more time looking for new investors than actually trading.

Many studies show that over 80% of retail traders lose all their money in the first 

months they’re trading, and only less than 4% of all traders will ever make money 

by day trading forex. In order for you to maintain a solid psychological and financial 

performance, it’s important to have realistic goals. So is 1% gain per day good or 

bad? How much money do you need to live from investing? How much risk is too 

much? The trick to creating a good notion of the economy in a fast manner is by 

getting to know those public economic indicators and data.

Here are some questions to consider:

• How much is the annual ROI of your country’s central bank savings (or biggest 

banks)?

• How much is the annual inflation rate of your country?

• How much are hedge funds are paying their investors? What’s their trading 

volume?

• What’s their minimum buy-in investment?

• What’s the average annual ROI for pre-fixed interests assets such as bank 

certificates?

• What about treasury bonds?

• What’s the average annual ROI the best wealth management services in your 

country claim to have?

• What’s the average daily price change of the assets you trade?

• What’s the normal intraday volatility in the markets in your country? Compare it 

to other markets.

• What’s the interest banks charge you for borrowing money?
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You have no clear investment
strategy2

We ran some surveys with our clients and we found out that 95% of traders that 

lose money don’t have well established trading strategies. However, 100% of the 

traders who profited consistently for more than 6 months had well established 

trading plans. The key to a good strategy is having no room for interpretation. Every 

operation that follows that strategy has to be executed in the very same way as the 

other trades. That’s the only way you can trust your future data, if your trading plan 

is constantly changing, then you can’t study  and fine-tune it. You won’t have the 

knowledge of what is doing what.

Strategies are meant to keep you in the game, if your strategies don’t allow you 

to lose at least a hundred times before going broke you won’t have much time to 

learn or to adapt. That’s why if you’re losing way more than 1% per trade, it’s time to 

reevaluate your methods.

So whether you have a strategy or not, going through this quick review list will help 

you to get a better grasp of your executions and get more consistent results.

• Do you know what a trading strategy is?

• How many do you have? Have you tested them in real markets?

• Do you take market conditions into consideration while using different 

strategies?

• Do you mix fundamentals and technicals?

• Do you account for non-theoretical variables, like a delay in the brokers site or 

an order that doesn’t go through?

• Do you take risks into consideration in all your strategies?

• What’s your maximum daily loss limit? Is it bigger than 2% of all your money?
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3
Of course, this is the annoying part that no one wants to do, yet it’s THE most 

fundamental part of the business. Everything we do is about data, it’s all about 

finding patterns so you can forecast future events with more precision. Imagine 

trading with no charts, or trying to guess if a company is solid or not without reading 

its books. It’s just like a knife fight in the dark - it will get messy quickly.

If you don’t keep data, every detail about every trade you do, how can you tell if 

you’re getting better? It’s not all about profits, it’s mostly about consistency and 

letting the compound interest work in your favor.

100% of all the successful traders that we interviewed kept excel worksheets and 

other tools to store as much information as they could regarding their decisions for 

that one operation. This allowed them to review it in the future and see if it was good 

or bad trade, and why.

• Do you keep notes of your trades?

• Do you have an excel worksheet to help you with your performance?

• Are you aware of your emotional state when you trade? Do you write it down?

• Do you know what your yearly ROI is? What about your pain-to-gain ratio? Or 

Sharpe Ratio?

• What mistakes are you repeating?

You don’t store and
analyze data
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You let your greed and fear get the 
best out of you4
Here comes the news that no one wants to read, but some people are just not built 

for certain things. Do you think everyone is emotionally equipped to become a 

soldier? Or an ER doctor?

I know the profits can be alluring but do you really think that’s the life you want? 

Is investing in something that you love so much that you will stand so many losses 

and failure and you will keep going? We’ve seen plenty of people go crazy over 

money. Nowadays, people will do anything to make some extra cash or flip out when 

they lose their hard earned money. Money is also one of the most common points 

of conflict in relationships. Sometimes, you get so scared that you’ll say things 

like “Stock trading is a scam”. You see what we mean? Can you sustain the most 

competitive and capitalist game on the planet?

Before getting in too deep, make sure to ask yourself these questions:

How well do you deal with loss? How long does it take for you to recover from a big 

loss?

Do you often close positions fast to secure small profits and then regret it because 

you realize you let it go too early?

Do you often lose more because after it becomes negative you keep hoping it will 

bounce back up?

Do you often hold the position for longer expecting it to go up more and then you 

lose profits when it goes down?

Do you feel you’re constantly not ready and it takes months for you to actually go 

through one real trade?

Do you feel too anxious about making money with trading to a point where you over-

trade?



7 reasons you’re not making money trading right now 6

You have little or no knowledge 
about economics5
If anyone tells you that you don’t need to know the state of the markets in order 

to trade, they are lying to you. Even the hedge fund managers that we have come 

across have proven to be the most knowledgeable people around - it is absolutely 

impressive how much they study and work. It’s like going to surf when the ocean 

could kill you or trying to sail with no wind.

You have to understand that the market you trade within is based on laws of 

economics, statistics, politics and so on. If you really want to master the game and 

make the odds further in your favor, it’s time to step up your game. There’s a reason 

that 90% of traders lose 90% of their money in the first 90 days. 

Here are some basics you should wrap your head around:

• Do you stay updated when it comes down to the world economy?

• Are you aware of  the modern concepts of economy?

• Are you familiar with your country’s economic indicators?

• Do you know how inflation and interest rates impact the economy?

• Can you comprehend how human behavior and the economy interact?

• Do you understand how interest rates, bonds, stocks, commodities, currency 

exchange, inflationary/deflationary cycles and things like that work? Do you 

understand how it’s mostly all connected?
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You have no long-term
fi nancial goals6
There is plenty of research that points out how our brain works well with clear goals 

and deadlines. Sometimes, when we don’t have a clear goal we drift into depression 

and a low performing period of time. Humans are built for progress. We cannot agree 

more with Tony Robbins when he claims that happiness is progress. The thing is, 

without a goal you can’t measure progress, thus you’ll always be drifting sideways.

It’s no different with money, you need a goal, so you can test it. Run some numbers 

and predictions, get a feeling if you’re aiming too high or too low. By reviewing your 

goals, you’ll narrow down your investments until they match your goal. You’ll then be 

able to adjust these goals accordingly. 

• Do you know what your current net worth is (each and every penny)?

• Do you know where you bleed the most money?

• Do you know what % of your income you reinvest?

• What % of your income is spent on repaying debt? How do you plan to pay less in 

the future?

• What will your net worth be in 5 years?
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You still think it’s all about making 
and not protecting7
You’re letting potential profits blind you into risk. Think of it this way, you’re risking 

a part of your real money for a promise of more money. Too often people ask why 

we won’t advise to invest more aggressively, that we could be making more if we 

did. Sure, we might not be billionaires in three years, but we sure aren’t getting 

any poorer either. Doors typically open up more for those using our conservative 

approach. People want safety when it comes to investing. In the end, you should be 

investing so that you can safeguard your financial future. Desperation makes you 

forget that it’s all about protecting your wealth, rather than trading it recklessly. 

Einstein said that “Compound interest is the 8th world wonder.” Indeed a very 

brilliant man. In order to let compounding do its thing, you just need to protect your 

capital, and let it compound. With patience, even the smallest accounts can grow into 

a decent retirement account or financing for your kids’ college. When investing, be 

sure to think about these questions: 

We are not saying that being aggressive is wrong; often big leaps come from big 

risks. We are talking about timing and understanding that long risk exposure leads to 

unavoidable failure. And remember: Invincibility lies in defense.

• Do you measure how much you can win but not how much you can lose in trades?

• Do you always check the RISK:REWARD ratio before trading?

• Do you know how many years it would take for your account to double with 

pre-fixed return investments in your country?

• Do you diversify your investments?

• Do you know what hedging is?

• Can you explain with precision what risk management is and what techniques are 

most efficient for your style of trading?

• Do you know what percentage of your total portfolio is suitable for every trade 

and how its risk is connected to it?



So, now that you know why 
you’re NOT making money, how 
about learning how you CAN be 

profi table?

We provide the proprietary algorithm-backed indicators you need to build long-

term, sustainable wealth. Backed by cutting edge, proprietary strategies with a 

proven track record, our tools help both beginners and experienced traders build 

consistently profitable portfolios.

Explore Our Indicators

https://www.hypester.org/indicators/

